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CONFIDENTIAL BERLIN 0838 

E.O. 11652: GDS 

TAGS: ENRG, GW, WB. GE, PL, UR 

SUBJECT: PROPOSED ENERGY PROJECTS AFFECTING BERLIN 
REF: A. BERLIN 716 B) BERLIN 766 C) EAL 

1. SUMMARY: POLISH MILITARY MISSION IN BERLIN AND GDR HAVE 
BOTH LEFT AIDE MEMOIRE WITH SENAT STATING GDR READINESS 
TO NEGOTIATE RE TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICITY FROM POLAND TO 
BERLIN(WEST) OVER GDR TERRITORY ON ASSUMPTION SENAT, IN 
CONTEXT ITS COMPETENCE, WILL ALSO "DO WHAT IS REQUIRED." 

SENAT HAS AGAIN ASKED FOR ALLIED POSITION IN PRINCIPLE ON 
PROPOSALS FOR TRANSMISSION OF ELECTRICITY FROM USSR AS WELL AS 
FROM POLAD. ACTION REQUESTED: AUTHORIZATION TO REPLY TO 
SENAT ALONG LINES REF A. END SUMMARY.2. ON MAY 9 MINISTER KOPA, 
ACTING HEAD OF POLISH 

MILITARY MISSION IN BERLIN, INFORMED GOVERNING MAYOR THAT HE 
WAS AUTHORIZED TO SAY GDR GOVERNMENT WAS AGREEABLE TO 
MAKING NECESSARY ARRANGEMENTS FOR TRANSIT OVER ITS 
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TERRITORY OF ELECTRICITY FROM POLAND TO WEST BERLIN 
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AND SUGGESTED THAT TRILATERAL GDR-POLISH-SENAT TALKS 
BEGIN MY MAY. HE LEFT AIDE MEMOIRE TO THIS EFFECT, 

WHICH IN ADDITION STATED ASSUMPTION THAT SENAT "IN 
CONTEXT ITS COMPETENCE" WOULD ALSO "DO WHAT IS REQUIRED." 

GOVERNING MAYOR RECEIVED AIDE-MEMOIRE AND SAID IT 
WOULD BE STUDIED IN CONTEXT SENAT'S COMPETENCE AND QA. 

KOPA ALSO MENTIONED IN PASSING THAT 
DELIVERY OF ELECTRICITY TO FRG COULD HELP BALANCE 
POLISH-FRG TRADE. (KOPA HAD ORIGINALLY REQUESTED 
TRIPARTITE MEETING TO WHICH HE WOULD BRING GDR REP, 

BUT SENAT ON ALLIED ADVICE REFUSED.) 

3. ON MAY 15 MITDANK OF GDR FOREIGN MINISTRY LEFT 
IDENTICAL AIDE-MEMOIRE WITH HERZ OF SENAT IN COURSE OF 
MEETING IN WHICH MITDANK ALSO INDICATED READINESS TO 
MOVE AHEAD ON OIL PIPELINE PROPOSAL. AGAIN PROVIDED 
THAT SENAT WOULD ENTER INTO AGREEMENT ON VARIOUS 
"TECHNICAL PROBLEMS." HERZ SAID AIDE MEMOIRE 

WOULD BE STUDIED BY THE COMPETENT AUTHORITIES, NAMING 
THE FRG GOVERNMENT EXPRESSLY. APPARENTLY, POSSIBILITY 
OF TRANSMISSION OF POWER TO FRG NOT MENTIONED IN 
GDR-SENAT MEETING. 

4. ON MAY 13 SENAT ASKED US MISSION WHETHER FURTHER 
INFORMATION WAS REQUIRED BEFORE ALLIES COULD GIVE 
AGREEMENT IN PRINCIPLE TO TWO PROJECTS (SOVIET AND 

POLISH). USBER INDICATED THAT ALLIES HOPED TO BE ABLE TO RESPOND 
SOON AND ALSO SUGGESTED THAT SENAT MIGHT USEFULLY BE PREPARING 
CONTINGENCY PLAN NOW FOR USE IN EVENT POWER FROM SUCH TRANSMISSION 
LINES WAS INTERRUPTED. MISSION IN ADDITION, BROUGHT TO ATTENTION 
OF SENAT THE BERLIN CHAMBER OF COMMERCE PAPER RECOMMENDING 20-25 
PERCENT MAXIMUM BERLIN DEPENDENCY ON SUCH SOURCES. I.E., LESS THAN 
35 PERCENT SENAT HAD SUGGESTED. 

5. SENAT HAS SUGGESTED POSSIBLE RELEVANCE OF 1923 

INTERNATIONAL CONVENTION ON ELECTRICITY TRANSIT FOR ANY TRANSMISSION 
LINE NEGOTIATION, BUT SAID FORMULATION OF SPECIFIC SENAT RECOMMEND- 
ATIONS ON NEXT STEPS WOULD HAVE TO AWAIT WORD FROM ALLIES ON 
GENERAL PROPOSITION OF BERLIN OBTAINING ELECTRICITY FROM EAST. 
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6. CDU PRESENTED FORMAL STATEMENT TO BERLIN CITY COUNCIL MAY 14 
REQUESTING SENAT TO BASE ENERGY POLICY ON FOLLOWING CRITERIA: 

A) BERLIN IS LAND OF FRG. 

B) DEPENDENCE OF BERLIN’S ENERGY SUPPLY ON EASTERN DELIVERIES 
SHOULD NOT BE INCREASED. 

C) BERLIN SHOULD BE INCLUDED IN POWER NET WITH REST OF FRG. 

D) ELECTRICITY CONNECTION WITH GDR AND EE COUNTRIES SHOULD 
ONLY BE AS PART OF NET WITH REST OF FRG. 
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E) ANY FORM OF ENERGY DELIVERY FROM GDR SHOULD BE PART OF 
INNER-GERMAN TRADE ARRANGEMENTS. 

F) CONSTRUCTION OF PIPELINE FROM SCHWEDT FOR DELIVERY 
OF OIL PRODUCTS TO BERLIN SHOULD BE CONDITIONAL ON SOME 
(UNSPECIFIED) GDR "COUNTERDEPENDENCY". 

7. WHILE MISSION AWARE TIME MIGHT COME WHEN TECHNICAL QUESTIONS 
SUCH AS BRINGING TRANSMISSION LINE INTO WEST BERLIN WOULD 

NEED TO BE ADDRESSED DIRECTLY BETWEEN SENAT AND GDR, IT IS OF VIEW 
THAT UNTIL THAT STAGE IS REACHED, DISCUSSIONS SHOULD REMAIN IN 
COMMERCIAL CHANNELS OR BE CONDUCTED BY FRG RATHER THAN 
SENAT. 

8. MISSION SHARES SENAT VIEW THAT LOGICAL NEXT STEP IS 

FOR ALLIES TO TAKE POSITION ON SOVIET AND POLISH PROJECTS, AT LEAST 
IN PRINCIPLE, AND SO REQUESTS EARLY REPLY TO REF A.KLEIN 
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